
Blue Trails: Blue Trails: 
Improving Recreation Improving Recreation 
and Protecting Rivers and Protecting Rivers 
in the Intermountain in the Intermountain 

WestWest





How Can American Rivers How Can American Rivers 
Help Communities? Help Communities? 



Blue Trail Blue Trail 
CriteriaCriteria

• Recreational and Recreational and 
Social ValuesSocial Values

• Conservation Conservation 
ValuesValues

• Community Support Community Support 
and Involvementand Involvement



Verde River Blue TrailVerde River Blue Trail



Verde River, AZVerde River, AZ



Eagle/Colorado River Blue Eagle/Colorado River Blue 
TrailTrail



Catamount BLM

Pinball BLM

Burns 

Lyons Gulch BLM
Cottonwood BLM

Rancho Del Rio

County 
Fairgrounds

Gypsum Ponds

Brush Creek 
Park

CPW Lease

Horn Ranch

Squaw Creek

Dowd Junction/Chutes
Minturn Town Park

Parks and Trails – Vail
Dowd Junction to Vail Pass
Whitewater  Park

Limited Fishing Access
•Cordillera
•Eagle Springs

Platted Fishing Easements
BLM Parcels-

•Red Canyon
•Climbing Rock
•Wolcott PO
•Lower River Horse 
Pasture, 
Campground, Boat 
Landing

Eagle and Colorado River Open Space and Recreation 
Access

Jack Flats River Camp

Peach Grove River Camp



Eagle River, COEagle River, CO



Intermountain WestIntermountain West



Intermountain Intermountain 
West Blue West Blue 

TrailsTrails

Green River, UTGreen River, UT



• Strategic Network of Strategic Network of 
Blue TrailsBlue Trails

• Connecting Connecting 
Communities to Communities to 
Rivers through Rivers through 
RecreationRecreation

• Strong Community Strong Community 
Input and Input and 
engagementengagement

OutcomesOutcomes



Bringing it all together Bringing it all together 
with a Blue Trailwith a Blue Trail

•Help Identify Land and access needs
•Uniform Information Source
•Mobile Web Site, Social Media
•Maps and Guides
•Increased economic impact
•Greater Youth engagement
•Increased Funding potential
•Greater Connection of locals and visitors to 
their rivers



Fay AugustynFay Augustyn
Intermountain West Blue Intermountain West Blue 

Trails ManagerTrails Manager
American RiversAmerican Rivers

616-990-0049616-990-0049
faugustyn@americanrivers.orgfaugustyn@americanrivers.org

Questions?Questions?
Ken NeubeckerKen Neubecker

Eagle River Blue Eagle River Blue 
Trail CoordinatorTrail Coordinator
American RiversAmerican Rivers

970-376-1918970-376-1918
kneubecker@americanrivers.orgkneubecker@americanrivers.org

mailto:jmierau@americanrivers.org
mailto:jmierau@americanrivers.org
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